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kinsmen of the house of Ghorpade and Maloji Ghorpade
obtained for Vithoji Chavan while still a boy a charge in
the army. There he won the close friendship of his cousin
Santaji and on that account was now appointed his
lieutenant.

Santaji and his daring band, starting at dusk, kept to
the hills as far as Jejuri, the famous shrine of the god
Khandoba. Then descending by the Diva pass they rested
by day in the woods below the hills. At midnight they
set tail for Tulapur. They had ridden but six miles when
they met a large body of Moghul horse. To these they
explained that they wore a body of Maratha cavalry*
furnished by the Shirke nobles, many of whom had, after
the failure of their plot, taken service under Aurangzib.
Allowed to pass on, they met no further obstacle, and in
the early dawn reached the imperial camp. Slipping
through the sleeping sentries, they made a sudden rush
at the emperor's tent. They cut the tent ropes and killed
everyone inside. Luckily for Aurangzib, he was sleeping
elsewhere, but the Marathas cut the gold tops off his tent
poles and carried them away in triumph. Santaji Ghorpade
was too prudent to return by the road he had come* He
fell back on Sinhgad, then held for the young king by
Sidoji Gujar, a son of Prataprao Gujar, He stayed in
Sinhgad for two days. Then leaving there his wounded,
he took his troopers down the Bhor Ghat and falling upon
the rear of Itikad's army round Ray gad, carried off five
of the imperial war elephants. With this booty Santaji
Ghorpade presented himself before Rajaram at Panhala-
Rajaram distributed to the successful commander and his
officers rich cloths and titles. To Santaji Ghorpade he
gave the title of Mamlakatmadar, to his brothers Bahirji
and Maloji Ghorpa&e the titles of Hindurao and Amir ul
Umra. Vithoji Chavan was styled Jlimat Bahadur.' Lastly
pVoinpted by Ramachandra Bavdekar, the regent appointed
Santaji Ghorpade eomtnander-m-chief in the place ot the
gallant Hambirrao Mohite. This raid had great indirect